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PDA Announces RFID Tag Requirements for State Shows
(Source: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
Press Release)

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture has reminded anyone 
bringing cattle or swine to this year’s 
three state-sponsored livestock shows 
that their animals must be identified 
with radio frequency or electronic 
identification (RFID/EID) tags  that meet 
recently-tightened federal traceability 
standards.

The change, which was developed 
in 2013 and communicated in the 
premium books of the All American 
Dairy Show, Keystone International 
Livestock Expo, and Pennsylvania Farm 
Show for the past two years, is part of 
the commonwealth’s ongoing effort 

to improve biosecurity measures and 
to make the shows operate more 

efficiently. Other leading exhibitions like 
World Dairy Expo and breed associations 

like Holstein USA have adopted stronger 
traceability measures.

“Traceability is integral to the 
safety of our global food supply, and 
the United States Department of 
Agriculture identification standards are 
a key component of that commitment,” 
said Agriculture Deputy Secretary for 
Animal Health and Food Safety Gregory 
Hostetter. “The Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Complex is a crossroads for some of 
the best show stock in North America, 
and this move brings us in line with 
the strong traceability measures being 
implemented throughout the industry.”

The new RFID/EID eartag requirements 
apply beginning with the 2015 All-
American Dairy Show, the 2015 Keystone 

The election of pork producer delegate candidates 
for the 2016 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) 
Delegate Body will take place at 7 p.m., July 16, 2015 
in conjunction with a Board of Directors meeting 
of the Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council.  The 
meeting will be held at the offices of the Pennsylvania 
Farm Bureau in Camp Hill, PA.  All Pennsylvania pork 
producers are invited to attend.

Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a resident 
of Pennsylvania and has paid all assessments due 
may be considered as a delegate candidate and/
or participate in the election. All eligible producers 
are encouraged to bring with them a sales receipt 
proving that hogs were sold in their name and the 
checkoff deducted.

For more information, contact Amy Bradford, 
Executive Director, Pennsylvania Pork Producers 
Council, 2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39, Harrisburg, 
PA 17112, 717-651-5923.

Public Notice by the 
Pennsylvania Pork Producers 

Council and National Pork Board

Continued on page 2

Visit with the PPPC at Ag Progress 
Days!

The PPPC will make its annual appearance at Ag Progress 
Days  (APD) in Rock Springs, August 18-20.  The booth will be 
located in the Ag Choice Farm Credit Building at the corner of 
Main and W. 6th Streets. 

The three day event allows the Council to provide 
educational materiels and 
interact with producers and 
consumers.

Producers who visit 
the booth will receive a 
We Care rain gauge as a 
reminder to “Measure Up” 
when it comes to practicing 
the We Care principles of 
Animal Care; Environment; 
Food Safety; Health and 
Community.

For more APD information visit http://agsci.psu.edu/apd. 
Additional We Care information may be found at www.
porkcares.com.

One example of the tag options 
available for the RFID tag 
requirement. Photo courtesy of ALLFLEX USA
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PDA Tag Requirements /continued from page 1
International Livestock Exposition (KILE), 
and the 2016 Pennsylvania Farm Show. 
The tags must be approved for use in 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s  
National Animal Identification System 
(NAIS) program. These tags bear the 
official USDA eartag shield and a 
15-digit identification number beginning 
with 840 – the official United States 
identification prefix. Animals tagged 
and identified with other prefixes prior 
to March 11, 2015, cannot use those 
identifications to enter the show.

All requirements apply to breeding 
stock as well as market animals, and for 
the two shows hosted in conjunction 
with the All-American: the Pennsylvania 
Holstein Fall Championship Show and 
the Pennsylvania Junior Dairy Show. 
Animals brought to the shows solely 
for sale at auctions that take place 
at these shows must also have the 
840-numbered tags. 

“This decision makes animal check-
in faster and safer and better aligns 
our shows with the Animal Disease 
Traceability Act,” Pennsylvania State 
Veterinarian Dr. Craig Shultz. “Disease 
transmission is a real threat to the 
animal agriculture industry and for 
these high-value show and sale animals 
in particular. This is an extra level of 
biosecurity that benefits our industry.”

Using wands to read the electronic 
tags allows veterinarians and others 
to work further from the animals 
themselves, saving time and making the 
work of check-in safer, as well as easier 
to confirm the animals’ identification 
versus reading visual ear tags or tattoos 
and to write a Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection (CVI) after sales.

RFID tags must correspond with 
the identification number recorded 
on the animal’s CVI. The tags replace 
tattoos and the small metal state tags 
as the animal’s official state and federal 
identification, although the metal state 
tags remain an acceptable identification 
for interstate travel for other livestock. 

Tattoos are still required if the 
breed organization requires them for 
registration. Breed registration papers 
are still required for verification of 
animal information upon check-in at the 
show. 

Each breeding animal’s housing unit, 
whether a farm, farmette, or other small 
housing location, must have a federal 
premises identifier number (PIN) or 
state location identifier number (LID) in 
order to purchase the official tags. To 
obtain a premise identification number, 
contact the Pennsylvania Department 
of Agriculture’s Bureau of Animal Health 
and Diagnostic Services at 717-836-3235 

or visit www.agriculture.state.pa.us and 
click on the Premises ID button. 

Market animals for the 2016 Farm 
Show will not require a premises 
number, due to strong traceability 
measures in the show’s current 
verification process. Tags will still be 
distributed through county Penn State 
Extension offices and FFA advisors. 

Allow six to eight weeks to obtain 
your premises number and tag 
order. Any form of tag featuring the 
15-digit number beginning with 840 
and featuring the USDA shield is an 
acceptable form of tagging. Your state 
department of agriculture can assist 
with locating dealers of approved RFID/
EID tags.

“Whether you’re tagging a steer 
for next year’s Farm Show, farrowing 
potential gilts for KILE this fall, or 
registering heifers with your breed 
association for All-American, now is the 
time to consider purchasing approved 
840-numbered tags, complete with the 
USDA shield, to save re-tagging your 
show stock later,” added Hostetter.

For more information on each show, 
contact the Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Complex at 717-787-2905 or visit 
www.farmshow.state.pa.us, www.
allamerican.state.pa.us, or www.
keystoneinternational.state.pa.us. 

By following the We Caresm principles – animal care, 
environment, food safety, public health and community 
– Pennsylvania pork farmers show the world 
how much we care. Learn more 
about how We Care  
at www.pork.org.V ISION

Grow CONSUMER DEMAND
Drive SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION
Build CONSUMER TRUST

©2015.  Funded by America’s Pork 
Producers and the Pork Checkoff. PApork.org
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2015 North American Manure Expo: “Manure Than You Can Handle“
The North American Manure Expo returns to Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania agriculture will be showcased at the North 
American Manure Expo, June 14-15 in Chambersburg, PA. 

More than 2,000 attendees are expected at the Expo, 
which will highlight the latest in manure and nutrient 
handling and application technologies by bringing vendors 
to a common event where side-by-side comparison through 
display and demonstration can occur.

Strategic placement of a temporary mini-manure city in a 
field provided by Lesher’s Poultry, conveniently located on 
Ingram Drive off Interstate 81 in Chambersburg, will allow 
easy access for visitors from the entire Bay and mid-Atlantic 
regions. 

The Manure Expo will provide something for everyone 
that produces, handles or applies manure. Please visit 
www.manureexpo.org for a full schedule, description 
of programming activities and online registration. If you 
attend, choose carefully because we will provide “Manure 
than you can Handle!”

For more information contact co-chairs Robb Meinen 
(Penn State Extension) at rjm134@psu.edu/814-865-
5986 or Jennifer Bratthauar (Franklin County Conservation 
District) at jbratthauar@embarqmail.com /717-264-5499, 
ext. 105.

Expo Schedule of Events 
July 14, 2015 / Tour Day

> Preregister for 1 of 4 fantastic tours at http://www.manureexpo.org 
> Tour choices include Dairy & Agitation Tour, Poultry Layer Manure 

Treatment Tour, Equine & Beef Small Farm Tour, and Agitation Only Tour.
> After the tours, show grounds open for business at 5:00 p.m. 

for participants to visit trade show vendors and attend educational 
sessions throughout the evening.

July 15, 2015 / Manure Expo "The Main Event!"
> Gates to the Trade Show open at 7:30 AM.
> Enjoy a day packed full of vendor displays, educational opportunities 

and manure technology demonstrations. 
> Vendors will conduct field demonstrations of both solid and liquid 

manure spreaders. 

Don’t Forget the Manure Expo TShirt!
A TShirt will be created with the 2015 Manure Expo slogan "2015 

North American Manure Expo: Manure than you can Handle!"  For fun, 
the back will include the Top Ten Rejected Manure Expo Slogans. Shirts 
are available for sale on the website and will be available on site at the 
Manure Expo. Shirts ordered now will not be shipped until July 14, 2015.

Whether in the barn or on a truck, keeping pigs comfortable all year 
round is critical for animal care and well-being.  As the temperature rises 
outside, keep these things in mind to keep your pigs cool.

• Are fans working and do pigs have access to good air through proper 
ventilation?

• Are misters/drippers and cool cells in working order?
• Are trucks converted to summer set-up and are loading and 

unloading schedules planned for early morning/late evening?
• Do pigs and people have access to plenty of water, especially during 

times of high activity and movement?

For more detailed information and additional items to consider,  consult 
the PQA Plus and TQA guidelines.

Are You and Your Pigs Ready for Summer?
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A: Pennsylvania joined producers from 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts and 
National Pork Board staff at the Pork 
booth sponsored by Minnesota Pork at the 
Boston Marathon Sports and Fitness Expo.

B. Promoting pork to educators at the 
PA Association of Family & Consumer 
Sciences annual meeting and sharing 
the news that “Pork Goes to School,” 
a program helping teachers afford to 
use pork in their classroom cooking 
curriculum.

C. The Pennsylvania delegation at the 
2015 Pork Industry Forum.
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