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PDA Releases Seneca Valley Virus in Swine Update

See SVV/Continued on page 2

Keystone Pork Expo
Date

Tuesday - February 16, 2016
Location

Shady Maple Banquet Center
129 Toddy Drive s East Earl, PA

7:30 a.m.   PRRS/PEDv Taskforce Meeting
8 a.m.  Registration Begins/Trade Show opens
9 - 10:15 a.m. Pork Educational Session
  (Including: National Pork Board and Seneca Valley Virus updates)

10:30-11:15 a.m.   Joint Session: Veterinary Feed Directive Update
11:30 – 1:30 p.m. Keynote Session: Economic Update - David L.  
  Swartz, Penn State Extension
  Lunch
1:30 p.m.  PQA Plus Certification
2:30 p.m.  TQA Certification 
3 p.m.  Trade Show ClosesEvent held in conjunction with Poultry Progress Day 

Schedule

Visit www. papork.org/news/keystone-pork-expo-2/ for updates.

No Charge to Attend! $5 Shady Maple Lunch! 
No pre-registration required!

What Makes SVV So Important?
The appearance of Seneca Valley Virus (SVV) in Upper 

Midwest swine breeding herds has led to increased 
foreign animal disease surveillance activity. SVV is clinically 
indistinguishable from foot and mouth disease, a potentially 
devastating foreign animal disease. The presentation of 
animals with clinical signs of SVV at slaughter facilities during 
ante mortem inspection results in the initiation of a foreign 
animal disease investigation (FADI) with significant interruption 
of slaughter operations at affected plants including quarantines 
of animals and isolation of product pending reporting of 
laboratory results.
Distinguishing SVV From Other Diseases

Since late August 2015 cases of Senecavirus A (Seneca 
Valley Virus or SVV) have been reported in multiple breeding 
herds in the upper Midwest. Information from the American 
Association of Swine Veterinarians (AASV) indicates that 
foreign animal disease investigations continue to show affected 
pigs are negative to foot and mouth disease virus (FMDV) 
but positive to Senecavirus A. Other vesicular diseases such 
as swine vesicular disease, vesicular exanthema of swine and 
vesicular stomatitis, have been ruled out as well. Lesions on 
the snout and coronary band/hoof lesions will be seen on the 

breeding females and boars. In breeding herds there appears 
to be a short term (4-10 days) increase in mortality in neonatal 
piglets (younger than seven days of age) that may or may not 
have diarrhea associated. It is usually upon investigation of the 
increase in neonatal mortality that the vesicular lesions in the 
breeding age animals are noted.

If vesicles are observed in pigs, the assumption of 
possible FMDV must lead to notification of state or federal 
animal health officials to initiate a foreign animal disease 
investigation. Do not transport animals with vesicles.
What to Look For

Clinical signs of Senecavirus in breeding herds (from the 
American Association of Swine Veterinarians):

Neonatal Pigs:
• An acute increase in mortality in litters less than seven days 

of age.
— Appear to be infected shortly after birth.
— May or may not have diarrhea associated with it.

~ May be confused with Swine Enteric Coronavirus 
Diseases (Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus, Transmissible 
Gastro Enteritis, Porcine Deltacoronavirus), Porcine 
Reproductive & Respiratory Syndrome, E.coli, Rota, and/or 
Clostridium.
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• Morbidity and Mortality estimates 
are 30-70 percent for a short time 
period.

— Clinical signs usually resolve within 
four to seven days.

• Most of the time, the pigs will be 
found to have milk in their stomach 
when necropsied.

Breeding Females (Sows and Gilts):
• Inspection of the sows of the 

affected litters may demonstrate any of 
the following lesions:

— Vesicles (intact or ruptured) on the 
snout or in the oral mucosa (any muco-
cutaneous junction. (Figures 1 and 2)

— Lesions on the feet around the 
coronary bands.

— May see ulcerative lesions on or 
around the hoof wall. (Figure 3)

• May see deep nail bed hemorrhages.
• Breeding females which are not 

feeling well (anorexic, lethargic and/or 

febrile.)
— Some sows will be off feed or not 

cleaning all of their feed up.
— In the early course of the disease, 

fevers up to 105oF have been reported.
What To Do

If you are made aware of clinical 
signs similar to this or see any signs of 
vesicular disease:

• Immediately contact the State 
Veterinarian and/or the USDA APHIS 
Assistant District Director responsible for 
your state or region.

• They will decide if a Foreign Animal 
Disease (FAD) investigation is warranted 
and how to proceed as well as what 
samples to collect.

• Temporarily halt any movements 
from the farm until directed by state and 
federal authorities.

If just the neonatal pig presentation is 
observed (high morbidity and mortality 
in pigs less than one week of age) with 
NO signs of vesicular disease on the 
farm:

• Collect complete sets of tissue for 
diagnostics (see below) and list SVV as a 
differential.

• Include serum on neonatal piglets.
Sampling

Samples to collect (in order of 
preferred collection method):

• Vesicular fluid (aspirated with small 
gauge needle and syringe) and transfer 

to falcon tube.
• Dacron/Polyester (non-cotton) swabs 

from erupted vesicles placed in one to 
two milliliters of PBS or Sterile Saline.

• Skin scrapings (with scalpel blade) 
around erosion margin or around 
blanched coronary bands. Once 
collected, place in one to two milliliters 
of PBS or Sterile Saline.

• Oral fluids.
• Nasal swabs or oral swabs (buccal 

swabs – around lesion if present) placed 
in one milliliter of PBS or Sterile Saline.

• If post-mortem samples are 
collected, collect fresh and fixed tissues.
Producers and Veterinarians

It is essential to remember not to 
take hogs with lesions or any of the 
clinical signs listed below to markets 
or directly slaughter, unless a foreign 
animal disease investigation has been 
completed and the Bureau of Animal 
Health, Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture or USDA, APHIS, Veterinary 
Services have been notified.

Clinical signs in infected sows, nursery 
pigs and finishing pigs may include:

• Vesicles and coalescing erosions on 
the snouts and coronary bands;

• Acute lameness in a group of pigs;
• Ulcerative lesions on or around the 

hoof wall and/or;
• The animal may appear anorexic, 

lethargic and/or febrile. In the early 
course of the disease, fevers up to 105oF 
have been reported. 
How To Report

For reporting suspected cases of 
foreign animal disease, including 
Senecavirus, call: 

• The Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture, Bureau of Animal Health 
and Diagnostic Services at 717-772-2852 
or 

• USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services at 
717-540-2760.

(Source: PA Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Animal 
Health and Diagnostic Services)

SVV/continued from page 1

A Pork Transport Quality Assurance (TQA) certification 
session will take place on Saturday, December 12, 2015 from 
9 a.m. to Noon at the Romano 4-H Center in Chester County.  

This training is suitable for all those who handle or 
transport pigs needing new certification or recertification.  
There is no charge to attend, however registration is required 

by contacting Cheryl Fairbairn, Penn State Extension at  
caf2@psu.edu or 610-696-3500. 

TQA will also be offered during Keystone Pork Expo on 
February 16, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.  No pre-registration is 
required.

TQA Certification Offered



Page 3 - The Pigs Pen, Winter 2010Page 3 - The Pigs Pen, Winter 2015

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is partnering 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, pork and dairy 
producers, and environmental and scientific experts to launch 
the Nutrient Recycling Challenge, a competition to develop 
affordable technologies that recycle nutrients from livestock 
waste.

Every year, livestock producers manage 
more than one billion tons of manure, 
which contains valuable nutrients – nitrogen 
and phosphorus – that plants need to 
grow. Challenge participants will develop 
technologies that extract nutrients from 
livestock manure to generate products with 
environmental and economic benefits that 
farmers can use or sell.

“Scientists and engineers are already 
building technologies that can recover 
nutrients, but further development is 
needed to make them more effective and 
affordable,” said EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy. “The Nutrient Recycling Challenge will harness the 
power of competition to find solutions that are a win-win for 
farmers, the environment, and the economy.”

During the four-phase competition, innovators will turn 
their concepts into designs and eventually into working 
technologies that livestock farms will use in pilot projects.

Phase I, which begins Nov. 16 and ends Jan. 15, calls for 
papers outlining ideas for these technologies. Phase I prizes 
will be announced in March and include up to $20,000 cash 

to be split between up to four semi-finalists; invitation to a 
two-day partnering and investor summit in Washington, DC; 
and entry into subsequent phases of the challenge with larger 
awards. Final awards will be announced January 2017, with 
farm demonstration pilots to follow.

Partners in the Nutrient Recycling Challenge are:
• American Biogas Council
• American Society of Agricultural and 

Biological Engineers
• Ben & Jerry’s
• Cabot Creamery Cooperative
• Cooper Farms
• CowPots
• Dairy Farmers of America
• Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy
• Iowa State University
• Marquette University
• National Milk Producers Federation
• National Pork Producers Council
• Newtrient LLC

• Smithfield Foods
• Strategic Conservation Solutions
• Tyson Foods
• U.S. Department of Agriculture
• Washington State University
• Water Environment Research Federation
• World Wildlife Fund
For more information: www.nutrientrecyclingchallenge.org
(Source: US EPA)

EPA and Partners Launch Challenge to Recycle Nutrients from Livestock Waste

Share Your #RealPigFarming Story at the 2016 PA Farm Show
The Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council needs your help!  

Pork will join apples, dairy and 
potatoes as a “pod” in the 2016 PA 
Farm Show Farm to Shelf exhibit in 
the Weis Expo Hall.

The purpose of the 30’x40’ exhibit 
will be to educate visitors about how 
their food gets to the retail shelf and 
the many steps along the way.  The 
pork exhibit will include the popular 
sow and litter display, a grain bin and 
several interactive exhibits including 
a table-sized pork 
cut chart puzzle 
and model finishing 
floor.  At the rear 
of the display 
will be a 10’x30’ 
“ h e a d b o a r d ” 
with images and 
messages about 
the pig farmer, 
pigs, making pork 
products and preparing pork.

As with past Farm Show exhibits, a vital component to the 
educational effort are the volunteers 
willing to share their stories and provide 
the important personal connection 
between pig farming and consumers.

Volunteers are being sought for two 
shifts (9a-2p and 2-7p) daily from Saturday, 
January 9 - Saturday, January 16, 2016.  

Those interested 
may sign-up 
online at http://
v o l s . p t / t g N x e J 
or by contacting 
Amy Bradford at 
717-651-5923 or  
a b r a d f o r d @
pennag.com.  We 
appreciate your 
support and 
willingness to share 
your passion about 
#realpigfarming at 

this historical 100th anniversary of the PA Farm Show!
Source: Trish Hummer

Source: Colleen Hershey
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Jeff Arner
Souderton, PA

Scott Bailey
New Holland, PA

Tony Bender
New Holland, PA

Andrew Derstein
Lewistown, PA

Mark Ebaugh
Holtwood, PA

Barry Geib
Manheim, PA

Larry Gelsinger
Wernersville, PA

Kurtis Good 
Denver, PA

Connie Manbeck
Womelsdorf, PA

Oscar Manbeck
Bethel, PA

Conrad Neutzel
Seven Valleys, PA

Tom Pastor
Newburg, PA

Dr. Michael Pierdon
Elizabethtown, PA

Jeremy Ranck
Christiana, PA

Andrew Reinecker
York Springs, PA

Dr. Jessica Risser
Middletown, PA

Tom Sollenberger 
St. Thomas, PA

Earl Stock
New Oxford, PA

Andrew Thomas
Middletown, PA

Eugene Wingert
St. Thomas, PA

President 
Dan Groff
Lititz, PA

Vice President 
Scott Augsburger

Lancaster, PA

Treasurer
David Reinecker 
York Springs, PA

Immediate Past President
Jason Manbeck, 
Womelsdorf, PA

Officers: 

Members:

Amy Bradford, Executive Director
2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39
Harrisburg, PA  17112 
Ph: 877-4PA-PORK 
abradford@pennag.com
www.papork.org

The Pennsylvania State University University of Pennsylvania 
Bob Mikesell, PhD School of Veterinary Medicine - New Bolton Center
Ben Williamson Dr. Tom Parsons 
 Dr. Meghann Pierdon 

Advisers: Contact:
Cody Zeiders

McAlisterville, PA 

Pork in the Happy Valley
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A: Pig Farmer and PPPC Board 
Member, Drew Derstein (second 
from left) joined representatives 
from Idahoan Potatoes, the Mid-
Atlantic Dairy Association and 
the Pennsylvania Propane Gas 
Association in presenting a check 
for $8000 to Penn State College 
of Agricultural Sciences Dean 
Richard Roush and PA Department 
of Agriculture Secretary Russell 
Redding (third and fourth from 
left) at the October 10 Penn State 
vs. Indiana “Celebrate Agriculture” 
football game.  The donation will 
be used to support the College 
of Agricultural Sciences Alumni 
Society Student Scholarship. 

B-E: The NPB Trailer rolled into 
Happy Valley on October 31 for 
a cool, early morning sampling 
event. 300 pounds of Leidy’s 
Apple Grillers were handed out to 
fans heading to the PSU v. Illinois 
football game. (Photo source: Trish Hummer, 
Penn State Sports Properties)


