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Share Your Story By Being a Part of “Today’s Agriculture”
Entering it’s fourth year, the Today’s Agriculture exhibit continues to educate 

Pennsylvania Farm Show visitors about livestock, poultry and crop production in 
the Commonwealth.

Beginning on Saturday, January 10, 2015 the Today’s Agriculture Barn will 
become home to a sow and litter; several nursery pigs and two market weight 
pigs.  The purpose of the three age groups is to show consumers the rate at 
which pigs grow and explain to them the care a pig needs throughout the 
different growth stages.  Although the piglets tend to be the most popular, 
having all three age groups represented offers a visibly compelling comparison.

An intrigal part of the exhibit’s success is the great support 
from farmer and agribusiness volunteers who spend a “shift” 
answering questions and speaking with visitors.  It is not 
uncommon to discover this unique one-on-one opportunity 
is the first and perhaps only time a person has interacted with 
someone directly connected to agriculture.  As a volunteer, 
sharing stories and first-hand knowledge provides an important 
personal connection and allows visitors to experience the 
passion of all who work in agriculture.

We welcome you to join us as a volunteer for the 2015 Farm 
Show.  Help is needed for two shifts daily, Saturday, January 10 - 
Saturday, January 17.  Contact Amy Bradford at 717-651-5920 or 
abradford@pennag.com to sign-up!

A

B
A) The piglets steal the show at the Pork portion of the Today’s Agriculture 
display.

B) Passionate and enthusiastic volunteers like Sarah Kelley from Country 
View Family Farms make a visit to the display educational and one-of-a-kind!

Keystone Pork Expo
Date

Tuesday - February 17, 2015

Location
Shady Maple Banquet Center

129 Toddy Drive s East Earl, PA

7:30 a.m.   PRRS/PEDv Taskforce Meeting
8 a.m.  Registration Begins/Trade Show opens
8:45 – 9 a.m. National Pork Board Update
9 – 10 a.m.   Pork Educational Session
10 – 11:30 a.m. Trade Show Break
11:30 – 1:30 p.m. Keynote Session: Economic Update &  
  Outlook - Steve Meyer, Informa Economics
  Lunch
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. PQA Plus Certification 
3 p.m.  Trade Show Closes

TQA session time to be determined.  Visit www.papork.org for updates.

Event held in conjunction with
Poultry Progress Day 

Schedule
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Are You Prepared for Winter Manure Management?

Every summer the Swine Teaching and Research Facility at 
The University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine 
New Bolton Center welcomes summer students to complete 
research projects on swine welfare, health and housing. 
Thanks to funding from the Pennsylvania Pork Producers 
Council (PPPC) we were able to leverage those funds and 
acquire matching funds from other organizations. The 
following projects were a result of the grants we received. 

Several students did projects relating to animal welfare 
which they then submitted to the American Association of 
Swine Veterinarians (AASV) student seminar. John Sopronyi 
investigated REM sleep in sows housed in stalls and examined 
how these responses vary 
based on time of day and 
parity. Preliminary results 
indicate that older sows spend 
more time in REM sleep. John 
submitted his results to the 
AASV and it was accepted 
for poster presentation. 
Bernadetta Bernatowicz worked on cognitive bias which 
measures whether a sow decides a neutral cue is positive or 
negative.  Cognitive bias is a way to look at whether a sow has 
an optimistic or pessimistic outlook. She found that repeated 
training does increase learning. In addition, sows were 
consistent in being optimistic or pessimistic between years. 
Bernadetta submitted her research to the AASV and it was 
accepted for a judged poster presentation.  Keeping a focus 
on sow welfare, Lynn Pavlovic, in conjunction with Country 

View Family Farms, investigated the use of three different 
enrichment types by gestating sows in group pens. She found 
that rope toys are an inexpensive and practical solution to 
enrichment for group housed sows. Lynn submitted her work 
to the AASV and it was accepted for poster presentation.

One student did a project focused on pen gestation and 
health.  Alexandra John investigated the possibility of freezing 
feedback material to inoculate sows housed in large groups. 
She found that the best protocol included employing one 
ice cube per 45 sows during a time of day when the feeding 
cycle is still active.  Her results showed that this should expose 
over 92% of the sows. Alexandra submitted her work to AASV 

and it was accepted for oral 
presentation.

Thanks to the generous 
support of the PPPC the 
state of Pennsylvania will be 
represented on a national 
stage by these four students 
at the swine veterinarian 

conference in March.  This is comparable with vet schools 
from some of the largest swine producing states.  The summer 
research program gives these students important experience 
in swine medicine and production.  There is a chance these 
students will practice swine medicine and there is no doubt 
that their experience will lead to more veterinarians with a 
positive view of the swine industry.

(Source: Dr. Meghann Pierdon, The University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine New Bolton Center)

PPPC Supports Student Conducted Swine Veterinary Research

As we head into non-productive field months it is a good 
time to remember winter manure application regulations 
and strategies. While winter application is discouraged, it is 
legal and acceptable if done in compliance with 
a nutrient or manure management plan. For all 
Pennsylvania manure application plans “Winter” 
is defined as meeting any one of the following:

1) The time period of December 15 through 
February 28; or 

2) When soil is frozen to a depth of 4 inches or 
greater; or

3) The ground is snow covered.
Any lands receiving winter manure should have 

25% or more ground cover or an established 
cover crop and be listed in the appropriate 
management plan. 

In order to be proactive and decrease the 
effects of winter and spring uncertainty, Fall 
provides the perfect time to draw down manure 
storage levels as much as possible, thus providing extra 
storage capacity in the spring. 

If winter manure application is unavoidable consider the 
following:

1) Prioritize application to areas that are ‘high and dry’, have 

abundant ground cover and are removed from sensitive areas. 
2) Avoid low areas within a field where sheet water flow 

during heavy rain or snowmelt has occurred in the past. 
3) Remember heavier solid-rich swine manure 

typically contains greater nutrient concentration 
than your composite manure analysis indicates, 
especially Phosphorus (P.) Utilize these nutrients 
wisely within the distribution outlined in your 
plan. 

Additionally, thick manures are well suited 
for low-risk areas since even a small loss is 
environmentally significant. Manure loads of this 
type may be good candidates for remote lands 
that do not receive routine manure or to lands 
that are rotating into a legume crop, which will 
utilize Phosphorus  into the future when manure 
is not being applied. Lastly, consider avoiding 
fields with high soil test P or high P-Index ratings.

It is important to remember winter offers less 
options for manure management.  It is never too early to begin 
preparing, which includes circling December 15 on calendars 
and visiting http://www.pork.org/best-management-practices/
manure-land-application for additional tips and considerations. 

(Source: Robb Meinen, Penn State University)
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NPB Pork Trailer Makes a Stop in the Happy Valley

A) Although kickoff 
wasn’t until 8 p.m., 
by 9 a.m. grills were 
loaded giving the early 
morning shift a break 
to do some “pork loin 
babysitting.”

B) Dan “Grill Master” 
Groff gets ready to 
take a batch of loins 
off the grills.

C and D) Thanks to 
all those who helped 
make the day a great 
success!

E) Kurt Good and Dr. 
Jessica Risser prepare 
some “Game Day” 
sized samples.

On October 25 the National Pork Board Pork Producer Event trailer, a self-conained mobile grilling unit, rolled into University 
Park to be part of the Penn State Football Fan Fest activities prior to 
the Ohio State game that evening.

 By 8 a.m. the trailer was in place on Curtin Road between the Bryce 
Jordan Center and Beaver Stadium and work being done to prepare 
for the day’s cooking and distribution of nearly 500 pounds of Leidy’s 
boneless pork loin.

The trailer, which travels across the country helping state 
associations promote pork at a variety of events, is an effective way 
for the PPPC to conduct a sampling event with a large audience such 
as the one found on game day!

Fans from both teams enjoyed the opportunity to visit with the 
“Grill Masters,” speak with producers and others from the industry 
and taste some delicious pork loin.

Many thanks to the PPPC Board members, friends and families who 
spent their Saturday at the event helping cook, prep and distribute!

F) Everyone is a winner with Pork! Tom 
Pastor was happy to share with home team 
and visiting fans alike! 

G) The day’s biggest Pork fan!

A

B C

D

E F

G
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2015 North American Manure Expo Comes to Franklin County
The North American Manure Expo 

is returning to Pennsylvania. This time 
we are taking the Expo to the industry 
instead of having the industry travel to 
Centre County. Strategic placement of 
a temporary “mini-manure city” just off 
Interstate 81 in Chambersburg, Franklin 
County will allow easy access for the 
entire mid-Atlantic region.

Organized Locally
Since it’s first show in 2001 in 

Wisconsin, the North American Manure 
Expo has been held in eight states 
and Canada.  Managed by Manure 
Management Magazine (Annex 
Publications) each show is organized 
locally.  The 2015 show is being 
coordinated by a planning committee led 
by Jennifer Bratthauar, Franklin County 
Conservation District and Robb Meinen, 
Penn State University. (See box at right.)

Schedule of Events
July 14, 2015 – Tour Day
This first day will include a very nice 

tour of farm-level manure technologies 
found in the area. Following the tour, an 
evening session will include educational 
seminars and a preview of the trade 
show grounds and visits with vendors.

July 15, 2015 – Manure Expo
The main event! A day packed full of 

vendor displays, educational seminars 
and manure technology demonstrations. 

Choose carefully because we plan to 
offer “Manure than You Can Handle.”

Share Your Creativity for the Expo 
T-shirt

A T-shirt will be created with our 
slogan on the front: “2015 North 
American Manure Expo: Manure than 
You Can Handle”. For fun, the back will 
include the “Top Ten Rejected Manure 
Expo Slogans.” Submit your creative 
rejected slogan for consideration to 
Robb Meinen. A team of highly qualified 
manure experts will wade through 
submissions and pick the best, or in this 
case the worst! 

Help Spread the Word
The goal for 2015 is to break Manure 

Expo attendance records. You can help 
Pennsylvania succeed by participating 
as an attendee as well as exhibiting or 
sponsoring the Expo. Resources are 
available to companies and organizations 
interested in helping promote the event.  
Those with topic, speaker and event 
suggestions or prospective exhibitors 
should contact the co-chairs before 
agendas are finalized in early 2015. 
All thoughts will receive consideration 
during this agenda development stage.

We look forward to seeing you in July 
for all things Manure! 

(Source: Robb Meinen, Penn State University)

Contact:
Eugene Wingert
St. Thomas, PA

What is the Manure Expo?
The purpose of the North American 

Manure Expo is to provide the newest 
information and technology for 
manure transport, application and 
management.

Trade Show - Look at equipment 
and talk to vendors covering all things 
manure management.

“Kick the Tires” - Side-by-
side equipment and technology 
demonstrations providing a “seeing is 
believing” experience.

Educational Sessions - Learn 
how you can integrate the technology 
and equipment showcased into your 
own farm or business.

Tour Day  - See for yourself how 
manure technologies are being used in 
the Franklin County area.

For More Info - Visit                 
www.manureexpo.org. Updates will be 
made regularly so visit often or contact 
the 2015 Pennsylvania co-chairs:

Jennifer Bratthauar
717-264-5499 x 105

jbratthauar@embarqmail.com

Robb Meinen
(814) 865-5986 

rjm134@psu.edu


