
A Quarterly Newsletter for Pennsylvania’s Pork Producers
Volume 35, Issue 2 - Summer 2014

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA) and 
Pennsylvania Swine Health Committee hosted a meeting in 
late March to discuss impacts of Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea 
virus (PEDv) on the upcoming fair and show season. Input 
was given to PDA by show pig breeders, swine veterinarians, 
Extension personnel and representatives from various support 
industries serving pig farmers.  The intent of the meeting was 
to receive information and determine the most productive 
way to educate and provide recommendations to swine 
exhibitions and events in order to mitigate the impact of PEDv 
on breeders and the commercial swine industry.  

Following consideration of information received at the 
meeting, PDA offers the following recommendations:

• The Department recommends NOT changing show 
schedules for 2014 exhibition season unless there would 

be an unexpected rise in infection threatening the 
industry.

• The Department recommends NOT holding Group 
weigh-in and tagging events.  Measures should be taken 
to tag all animals without them leaving the owner’s 
premises.  If assistance is needed a 4-H leader trained 
and/or knowledgeable in biosecurity practices should 
assist.  Correctly implemented biosecurity procedures 
for 4-H leaders visiting multiple farms to include 
minimizing the frequency of farms visits particularly 
with a 24-hour period is important.  (Editor’s Note: This 
recommendation may also apply to FFA projects and 
Advisors.)

• The Department recommends NOT holding “Rate of 
Gain” contests for the 2014 show season.  This will 

PDA Makes PEDv Recommendations for Fairs and Shows

The election of pork producer delegate candidates 
for the 2015 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) 
Delegate Body will take place at 7 p.m., July 17, 2014 
in conjunction with a Board of Directors meeting of 
the Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council.  

The meeting will be held at the offices of the 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau in Camp Hill, PA.  All 
Pennsylvania pork producers are invited to attend.

Any producer, age 18 or older, who is a resident 
of Pennsylvania and has paid all assessments due 
may be considered as a delegate candidate and/
or participate in the election. All eligible producers 
are encouraged to bring with them a sales receipt 
proving that hogs were sold in their name and the 
checkoff deducted.

For more information, contact Amy Bradford, 
Executive Director, Pennsylvania Pork Producers 
Council, 2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39, Harrisburg, 
PA 17112, 717-651-5923.

Public Notice by the 
Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council 

and National Pork Board

Visit www.pork.org/pedv often for 
up-to-date resources including factsheets 

(available in English and Spanish), research
information and to sign up for the PEDv Update.

Factsheet topics include:

• PEDv Basics and Diagnostics
• On-Farm Strategies
• Transportation Strategies
• Manure Strategies
• Show Pig Strategies

continued on page 3 / see PDA
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NPB Quality Assurance Programs Updated and Available
TQA® Program

Since 2001, the pork industry’s Transport Quality Assurance 
program (TQA) has promoted responsible practices when 
handling and transporting pigs. In that time, TQA has 
undergone five revisions – always striving to offer the most 
current, science-based information on humane handling, 
biosecurity and proper transportation of swine.

The mission of the TQA program remains unchanged: to 
continuously build a culture of protecting and promoting 
animal well-being through training and certification of animal 
handlers and transport personnel. In that process, TQA uses 
the most current industry-proven techniques in an effort to 
build consumer confidence and understanding of the high-
quality pork products delivered to market every day.   

Staying current on transportation trends requires 
continuous evaluation and commitment. The Pork Checkoff’s 
pioneering TQA curriculum focuses not only on safe handling, 
but also emerging diseases such as PEDV and biosecurity. In 
2014, each was a major focus in revising the program. 

The updated program also provides a new approach to 
understanding basic pig behavior and body language, and how 
it contributes to a safe and positive experience for both the 
pig and the handler.  

“Calm pigs are easier to handle than excited, agitated pigs. 
Handling will be easier, and pigs less likely to become agitated 
and bunch together, if handlers use basic pig behavioral 
principles,” said Sherrie Webb, animal welfare director at The 
National Pork Board. “An important part of effectively using 
pig behavior during handling procedures is learning how 
the pig perceives and responds to the handler in different 
situations and environments.”

Additionally, adapting to changes in weather, especially 
temperature extremes, costs the U.S. pork industry millions of 
dollars annually. Handlers and transporters must understand 
the affect weather can have on pigs during transport, and how 
best to protect them during extreme weather. The revised 
TQA program teaches transporters the importance of planning 
ahead and properly bedding and boarding trailers.

For more information about the TQA program, visit 
www.pork.org/Certification/2337/tqa.aspx.

(Source: National Pork Board)

Youth PQA Plus® Program
Consumers want to know how their food is produced. 

Through its Youth Pork Quality Assurance Plus® program 
(PQA), the National Pork Board will make training available 
to young producers so they can continue to earn the trust 
of consumers through transparency and training. Recent 
changes to Youth PQA Plus include an online training, testing, 
and certification option to accompany the current in-person 
process. Delivered to students in the form of an engaging, 
interactive learning module, the new online option allows 
participants to learn, test, and become certified in Youth PQA 
Plus. For youth age 12 and under, there is a parent log-in for 
security as well. 

Youth PQA Plus is one part of the pork industry’s We 
CareSM initiative, which reflects the ongoing commitment to 
responsible farming and fosters continuous improvement. 
Youth PQA Plus consists of two main elements: food safety and 
animal well-being training. The new online certification option 
for Youth PQA Plus was made available on April 15, 2014. 
Because it is interactive, it engages students, making learning 
fun.

More information on the revised Youth PQA Plus program 
is available at www.pork.org/certification. Click on the Youth 
PQA Plus link.
 (Source: National Pork Board)
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eliminate the need for group weigh-in events.
• The Department recommends that any sow and piglet 

public observation areas be canceled for 
2014.  Piglets are highly susceptible to PEDv 
and mortality rates in that age group are 
very high.

• The Department recommends all events 
with petting zoo displays take significant 
steps to reduce the risk of spreading PEDv.  
It is recommended that individual swine not 
be used at multiple events.

PDA states the recommendations are not 
intended to stop the spread of PEDv, but are 
offered in hopes of minimizing the spread of the disease 
“while maintaining reasonable level business continuity for 

swine exhibition events.”
Continued Biosecurity Critical

Producers, exhibitors and event organizers will 
continue to have responsibility for understanding 
the risk and willingness to accept this risk 
by participating in events during this health 
situation.  Biosecurity continues to be an 
important best management practice for the 
protection of pigs and farms.  Fact sheets and 
information specifically designed for biosecurity 
practices and recommendations for exhibitors 
and organizers of exhibitions/sales have been 

developed by the National Pork Board and are available at 
www/pork.org/pedv.

PDA / continued from page 1

PPPC Creates Scholarship In Honor of Council Founders
(From PSU College of Agricultural Sciences Press Release)

The Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council has established a 
new scholarship endowment that will benefit students in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences who have a demonstrated 
financial need.

A longtime supporter of the college's scholarship program, 
the council made a $50,000 gift to establish the Pennsylvania 
Pork Producers Council Founders Trustee Scholarship. The 
scholarship was named in honor of John Henkel, Herb Schick 
and Eugene Wingert, pork producers who founded the council 
nearly five decades ago. First preference for the award will be 
given to students majoring in animal science.

A nonprofit organization, the Pennsylvania Pork Producers 
Council provides education and resources to assist producers 
in providing a safe and wholesome pork product while 
upholding their commitment to animal well-being, the 
environment and their communities.

"The purpose of the council is to promote pork and support 
the families raising the animals," said Jason Manbeck, pork 
producer from Berks County and the council's immediate past 
president. "Ensuring the future of the industry also is vital to 
our mission.

"Supporting students with scholarships is one way 
the council can nurture those interested in food-animal 
production while honoring those who have dedicated their 
time and energy to our industry," he said.

The Trustee Matching Scholarship Program maximizes the 
impact of private giving while directing funds to students as 
quickly as possible, meeting the urgent need for scholarship 
support. For Trustee Scholarships created through the end of 
the For the Future: The Campaign for Penn State Students on 
June 30, Penn State will provide an annual 10 percent match 
of the total pledge or gift.

This level is an increase from the program's original match 
of 5 percent, and it is available only for new endowments 
of $50,000 or more. The University match, which is 
approximately double the endowment's annual spendable 
income, continues in perpetuity, multiplying the support 
available for students with financial need.

"On behalf of the Department of Animal Science and 
our students who will benefit from the generosity of the 
Pennsylvania Pork Producers Council, I am elated that 
this Trustee Scholarship has been established," said Terry 
Etherton, head of the college's Department of Animal Science. 
"Moreover, it fittingly celebrates the legacy of the three 
individuals who founded the council. I am very honored that 
the council elected to commemorate their contributions by 
creating this endowed scholarship."

The council's gift will help the College of Agricultural 
Sciences to achieve the goals of For the Future: The Campaign 
for Penn State Students. This University-wide effort is 
directed toward a shared vision of Penn State as the most 
comprehensive, student-centered research university in 
America.

The University is engaging Penn State's alumni and friends 
as partners in achieving six key objectives: ensuring student 
access and opportunity, enhancing honors education, 
enriching the student experience, building faculty strength 
and capacity, fostering discovery and creativity, and sustaining 
the University's tradition of quality. The campaign's top 
priority is keeping a Penn State degree affordable for students 
and families. The For the Future campaign is the most 
ambitious effort of its kind in Penn State's history, with the 
goal of securing $2 billion by 2014. 
(Editor’s Note: Funding for this endowment was provided by 
non-checkoff funds.)

Now is a good time to be thinking about: 
• Are fans working and do pigs have access to good air 

through proper ventilation?
• Are misters/drippers and cool cells in working order?
• Are trucks converted to summer set-up and are loading 

and unloading schedules planned for early morning/late 
evening?

• Do pigs and people have access to plenty of water, 
especially during times of high activity and movement?

For more information consult PQA Plus and TQA guidelines.

Are You and Your Pigs Ready for Summer?
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Pennsylvania Participates in National Pork Industry Forum
Representing Pennsylvania 
at the National Pork 
Industry Forum in March 
were: (L to R) Scott Bailey, 
Chris Hoffman, Amy 
Bradford, Dave Reinecker, 
Dan Groff and Jason 
Manbeck.

Official duties of Delegates 
include considering 
and voting on policy 
advisements and ranking 
Board member candidates 
for recommendation to 
USDA Secretary Tom Vilsak.

Congratulations to Country View Family Farms – Pine Hill Farm, recipient of 
the  2014 Pennsylvania Environmental Steward Award.  Pine Hill Farm is a 5,600 
head sow and nursery farm situated on 260 acres of land, of which 100 is no-till 
cropland, in Bradford County.  The farm has adopted many water conservation 
practices making water consumption more efficient and reducing manure 
production. 

The farm utilizes an Environmental Management System (EMS) to insure 
continuous compliance with all environmental rules and regulations and 
allowing team members to have clear environmental expectations as they carry 
out their job responsibilities.  In addition to checklists, trainings, manuals, and 
audits, the system allows for direct reporting to farm management if team 
members have internal environmental concerns.

“For Pine Hill stewardship is a priority and Core Value.  Being a good steward 
means many things, but in the big picture, it means building a foundation for 
the future by taking care of the land, the water, the air, and the people, thus 
preserving the planet.”

Pine Hill Farm Receives PA Environmental Award

PPPC Immediate Past President Jason Manbeck 
(R) presents the 2014 PA Environmental Steward 
award to Bob Ruth, President, CVFF


