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Pork Board Resources Available for Veterinary Feed Directive Preparedness

One Health
Animal health and human health are
two areas becoming more and more
intertwined. The relationship between
the two is complex, yet critically
important
for
pig farmers to
understand. One
area where the
two intersect is
antibiotic use.
Understanding
“VFD”
By
now,
hopefully
the
term Veterinary
Feed
Directive
(VFD) is one you are familiar with and
recognize. Overseen by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) a VFD
is one component of new policy to

be implemented by the end of 2016
regarding on-farm use of antibiotics in
food-animal production.
Working With Your Veterinarian
One of the most important

components of the VFD process is the
relationship producers have with their
veterinarians. In the policy development
process, the FDA has identified specific

antibiotics administered to food-animals
(via food and water) as medically
important to humans. Regardless of
the number of pigs under the care of
a producer, to obtain these classified
products to prevent,
treat or control
diagnosed
swine
illness will require
a
VFD
written
by
a
licensed
veterinarian
operating
in
c o m p l i a n c e
with a required
veterinarian-clientpatient relationship.
Resources and Relationships
The VFD process can be confusing
and cause producers to have more
questions than solutions and answers.
See VFD/Continued on page 4

National Pork Board’s Antibiotics Position Statement
America’s pig farmers have always been dedicated to raising healthy animals to help ensure a safe food supply. The use of antibiotics
as part of an overall herd health plan is important to delivering on this commitment. Pig farmers recognize the critical importance of
using antibiotics responsibly in animals and humans to protect the health and well-being of both as they strive to reduce the overall
need for antibiotics and maintain the efficacy of them for future generations.
The National Pork Board, through its Pork Checkoff, supports objective, scientifically rigorous studies and risk assessments to help
farmers make informed decisions regarding use of antibiotics in food animals and to build
upon efforts to continuously improve antibiotic use best practices. The Board also supports
veterinarian oversight and best practices, as outlined in the long-established Pork Quality
Assurance® Plus certification program, promotes education as an essential component of
antibiotic stewardship and strongly encourages compliance with all regulatory requirements.
America’s pig farmers are committed to advancing knowledge that benefits people, pigs and
the planet. This includes addressing concerns about the emergence of antibiotic-resistance
in both animal and human medicine. For this reason, the National Pork Board is expanding its
collaboration with veterinarians, food-chain partners and government agencies to develop a
comprehensive, fact-based approach that aligns with its farmers’ key values.

2016 PA Farm Show Celebrates 100 Years
The theme -- The 100th Pennsylvania
Farm Show: Our Commonwealth’s Blue
Ribbon Experience – is a nod to individual
experiences visitors have enjoyed since
the first exhibition took place in 1917.
The logo – a blue ribbon – recognizes the
range of exhibits and contests that take
place throughout the week-long event
and make the Farm Show Pennsylvania’s
state fair.
“With 2016’s show being the 100th, we
wanted to acknowledge that each and
every person who attends this event takes
away unique, personal experiences, be
it things they learned, people they met,
foods they savored, or prizes they won,”
says Secretary Russell Redding.
“Since 1917, Pennsylvanians from
all walks of life and from every corner
of the state have come to Harrisburg
to showcase their best livestock, their
best projects, or their best products.
For each of these exhibitors and the
millions of people who pass through
the Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex
in January, there is something special
about the Pennsylvania Farm Show. Those
special, individual experiences are at the
heart of this year’s theme and logo. We’re

looking forward to welcoming new
and old visitors to the 100th show in
January, and to creating memorable
experiences for all of our guests.”
The Pennsylvania Farm Show began
as a three-day exhibition in 1917 to
provide farmers an opportunity to
discuss issues, opportunities and
challenges. It is estimated that about
5,000 people attended the first show
in a three-story building in downtown
Harrisburg. Today, the show lasts eight
days and attracts more than halfa-million visitors to the Farm Show
Complex, which offers 24 acres of
exhibition space under one roof.
“The history of the Pennsylvania
Farm Show is, in large part, the story
of Pennsylvania,” said Redding. “The
strength of the commonwealth
and the strength of Pennsylvania
agriculture lie in its diversity. This
100th show will highlight that
diversity, as well as our history as an
industry and where we’re headed in
the future.”
(Source: PA Department of
Agriculture)

New to the 2016 Farm Show, Pigs and Pork
will be showcased as part of a Farm to Shelf
exhibit in the Weis Expo Hall. In addition to
pork; apples, dairy and potatoes will also
be represented. Planning is underway to
develop the display, which will need the help
of producer volunteers to help share the
story of Pennsylvania’s pig farmers and pork
production with Farm Show visitors. Stay
tuned to learn how you can be a part of the
milestone celebration!

Tuesday, February 16, 2016
Shady Maple Banquet Center
129 Toddy Drive
East Earl, PA

Trade Show

Educational
Sessions

Pork Quality Assurance
Program Certifications

For More Information: Contact Amy Bradford at 717-651-5920 or abradford@pennag.com.
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Penn State Football and Agriculture: A Celebration on October 10!

Known as “The Farmers’ High School” and “Agricultural College of
Pennsylvania” agriculture has deep roots in the history and foundation
of Pennsylvania State University.
It seems only fitting that these agrarian roots and the progress
made by today’s Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences will be
showcased at the October 10 Penn State vs. Indiana football game,
which has been named the “Celebrate Agriculture” game.
Together, Penn State Athletics and the College of Agricultural
Sciences will encourage Nittany Lion fans to show their Ag pride at
Beaver Stadium during this exciting Homecoming weekend game.
The PPPC is proud to be a partner in this unique opportunity to
promote the College, it’s students and all things agriculture under
the Penn State football spotlight. As a supporter of “Celebrate
Agriculture” the Council is able to share with Pennsylvania pig farmers
the opportunity to purchase discounted tickets (available on a firstcome, first-served basis) for the October 10 game. Please email
Amy Bradford at abradford@pennag.com for the online ticketing
information.

Livestock Hauler Break Exemption
Extended

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration announced a two-year renewal
of the exemption from the 30-minute rest break (for every
8 hours) provision of hours-of-service regulations for
commercial
motor
vehicle
drivers
transporting livestock.
The
exemption
is
effective June 12, 2015
- June 12, 2017.

Need Your TQA Certification?
In conjunction with the 2015 Keystone International Livestock
Exposition (KILE) Ag Forum, a Pork Transport Quality Assurance
(TQA) certification session will take place on October 1, 2015
from 12:30 to 4 p.m. at the PA Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg.
This training is suitable for all those who handle or transport
pigs needing new certification or recertification. There is no
charge to attend, however registration is required by contacting
Cheryl Fairbairn, Penn State Extension, caf2@psu.edu or
610-696-3500.

Pennsylvania Family Offering Scholarship for Youth Involved in Purebred
Swine
The Clyde McConaughey family is offering a scholarship
opportunity in order to encourage the youth of Pennsylvania
to engage in the purebred swine industry.
To qualify for this scholarship, the applicant must:
● Be accepted at or currently obtaining post-secondary
education with the intent to use the education in the field of
agriculture. Applicants may be a high school senior through
senior in post-secondary setting;
● Own purebred swine registered through NSR, ABA or CPS
in the youth’s name;
● Be involved in everyday care and management of the
swine;
● Exhibit breeding stock at Keystone International Livestock
Exposition and/or Pennsylvania Farm Show; and
●Must be a Pennsylvania resident

Fall 2015
Page 3 - The Pigs Pen, Winter
2010

Applications are to include the following required
documentation in order to be considered for the award:
● Completed application, if information in the application
does not apply to you, use N/A;
● Letter of acceptance from the post-secondary program you
will be/are attending or a current semester tuition bill;
● An unofficial transcript from your current educational
setting. (High School or Post-Secondary program); and
● Two letters of reference that will provide insight into the
applicant’s commitment to the swine industry. The letter
should be typed and include the name, address and contact
information as well as the relationship to the applicant. Family
members may NOT serve as a reference.
For additional information or to receive a scholarship
application, please contact Denise McConaughey McClellan
at mcconaugheyscholarship@gmail.com or 410-231-2981. All
applications must be received by October 30, 2015.

VFD/continued from page 1

The National Pork Board (NPB) is working closely with
other national swine organizations to assist help producers
prepare and implement the directive and related protocols.
As part of a collection of resources available to producers,
the NPB published a Pork Checkoff Report Newsletter this
summer containing valuable information to help navigate
requirements, guidance and herd health procedures. In
addition to establishing and maintaining a productive and
positive relationship with a veterinarian, you are encouraged
to use the newsletter, and other resources available online at
http://www.pork.org/production-topics/antibiotics-resourcecenter/ to familiarize yourself with the important steps to be
taken toward reaching the goal of judicious antibiotic use.

Four Steps to Take Today
According to Paul Ruen, a swine veterinarian at the Fairmont
Veterinary Clinic in Minnesota and former AASV president, “Most
producers already work closely with their veterinarian to achieve
proper decisions and use of antibiotics when needed to ensure
healthy pigs and safe food, but there will be some individuals producers and veterinarians both - that will need to get on board as
changes come into play.”
Here are Ruen’s recommended steps to initiate today:
●Secure a good working relationship with your herd veterinarian
and build familiarity with your production system.
●Sit down with your veterinarian to evaluate all animal health
management protocols and herd vaccination programs.
●Review all swine medications currently being used within the
operation.
●Discuss which products are affected by veterinary feed directives
and prescriptions and how the process will work on the farm.
● Walk through the record-keeping requirements and strategies.
•	

PA Pork Industry Forum Delegates
Elected

Pork producers Mark Ebaugh, Oscar Manbeck and David
Reinecker have been elected to serve as Pennsylvania’s
delegates to the 2016 Pork Industry Forum. Tom Sollenberger
was elected to serve as Alternate. Delegates await final
approval from USDA Secretary Tom Vilsak.
The Pork Industry Forum will be held March 3-5, 2016 in
Indianapolis, Indiana. It will be the duty of our state delegates
to participate in the election of National Pork Board and
Nominating Committee members as well as discussion and
approval of advisements to the National Pork Board and staff
regarding checkoff initiatives and programs.

Officers:
President
Dan Groff
Lititz, PA

Vice President
Scott Augsburger
Lancaster, PA

Members:

(Source: National Pork Board)

Zeiders Selected for PLI Program
The National Pork Board and National Pork Producers
Council recently announced Pennsylvania pig farmer and PPPC
Board member Cody Zeiders of McAlisterville was accepted to
participate in the 2015/2016 Pork Leadership Institute (PLI).
PLI provides a comprehensive training curriculum designed
to develop future leaders for the pork industry. Upon
completion of the PLI program, participants will understand
the roles of the two organizations and have developed the
skills necessary to help lead an ever-changing pork industry.
They also will be able to tell the pork industry’s story from
Main Street to the nation’s capitol.

Treasurer
David Reinecker
York Springs, PA

Immediate Past President
Jason Manbeck,
Womelsdorf, PA

Jeff Arner
Souderton, PA

Barry Geib
Manheim, PA

Conrad Neutzel
Seven Valleys, PA

Dr. Jessica Risser
Middletown, PA

Scott Bailey
New Holland, PA

Larry Gelsinger
Wernersville, PA

Tom Pastor
Newburg, PA

Tom Sollenberger
St. Thomas, PA

Tony Bender
New Holland, PA

Kurtis Good
Denver, PA

Dr. Michael Pierdon
Elizabethtown, PA

Earl Stock
New Oxford, PA

Andrew Derstein
Lewistown, PA

Connie Manbeck
Womelsdorf, PA

Jeremy Ranck
Christiana, PA

Andrew Thomas
Middletown, PA

Mark Ebaugh
Holtwood, PA

Oscar Manbeck
Bethel, PA

Andrew Reinecker
York Springs, PA

Eugene Wingert
St. Thomas, PA

Advisers:
The Pennsylvania State University
Bob Mikesell, PhD
Ben Williamson

Cody Zeiders
McAlisterville, PA

Contact:

University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine - New Bolton Center
Dr. Tom Parsons
Dr. Meghann Pierdon

Amy Bradford, Executive Director
2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39
Harrisburg, PA 17112
Ph: 877-4PA-PORK
abradford@pennag.com
www.papork.org
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